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The invention relates to an electrical surgical device. 

Such a device is connected with the hazard of electrocution or electrical shock. This 
particularly applies to an electrical surgical generator whose electrodes are directly 
connected to the patient. 

In a conventional electrical surgical generator, a plate electrode is connected with a 
ground or a chassis connection whereby the patient's body lies directly on a grounded 
surface or a surface connected with the chassis. One of the most significant occasions for 
an electrical shock is the flow of an electrical current from a source with applied voltage 
that is in contact with the patient via the plate electrode to the ground. This voltage 
source may be an electrode from another component of the system that becomes 
electrically conductive because of an internal fault. 
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Patent Claim 1: 
Electrical surgical device 
characterized by 

a monitoring device in the form of a voltage-dependent circuit (8), that is triggered by a 
rise in voltage of the device with respect to ground or the chassis by more than a pre- 
determined amount in order to create a control signal, to switch off a corresponding 
device (1 1) reacting to this control signal and/or to create an alarm signal. 
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